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Overview/Rationale:  
A positive outcome (or survival) of sudden cardiac arrest is facilitated by initiation of CPR with the use of an AED within 10 minutes from recognition of event. Staff will be offered training in CPR and the use of AED (for use with people at least eight years of age and or weight over 50 pounds) according to the guidelines of the American Health Association.  Those staff members educated to CPR, and AED will respond when emergency is recognized.	

Definitions: 
AED –Automated External Defibrillator used to treat ventricular tachycardia and ventricular fibrillation which are life threatening cardiac arrhythmias

Policy/Guidelines:  
1. All Clinic staff (both professional and non-professional) will maintain their CPR certification which will include competency to operate an AED as needed.
2. The AED machines (at all locations—see Attachment A) will be monitored every week (using Attachment B) to ensure that the batteries are in working order.

	Procedure
 
	INITIALS

	1. All the emergency response protocol steps (e.g., calling 911), should be undertaken prior to or concurrent with AED use.
	 

	2. Staff that has been trained in the use of the AED (through CPR courses) will follow the instructions on the individual AED’s.
	 

	3. Do not remove the AED from the client until the emergency medical system personnel have arrived and say it is permissible to remove the AED pads
	

	4. After use:  The AED will be wiped clean according to policy.  Electrodes will be replaced and connected to device and contents of attached resuscitation kit will be replaced if used.
	

	5. Nursing supervision will be responsible for ensuring AED is ready for use.  A PHN in each clinic on Thursday as part of clinic assignment will perform weekly check and mark the log.
	

	6. When the batteries need to be replaced a red “X” will appear on the window. The batteries will need to be ordered. Please notify one of the nursing supervisors. (Ten Type 123 Lithium batteries are required).
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